
 

 

Dear UNA-USA Colleagues and Members: 

  October 24
th

 is United Nations Day.  UN Day marks the anniversary of the entry into force in 1945 of 

the UN Charter.  Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon recently stated that “the United Nations is needed more than 

ever at this time of multiple crises.”    

 As I write this (Oct. 1) the General Assembly is engaged in its annual high-level thematic debate, this 

year concerning the “Maintenance of international peace and security.”  Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon 

yesterday called for using all the tools available to the United Nations to help steer the Middle East and North 

Africa towards a path of freedom, safety and dignity, citing in particular the obligation of the international 

community to ensure a peaceful solution to the conflict in Syria and accountability for serious crimes 

committed there.  “…Iraq, Libya, Syria and Yemen are our common concern, and their resolution is our shared 

responsibility,” He said the region is in the midst of some of the deadliest conflicts and worst humanitarian 

emergencies ever, with terrorist groups such as the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) and Al-Qaida 

affiliates “elevating the horror and complicating the search for solutions.” 

While each is very different, the crises and conflicts in Iraq, Libya, Syria and Yemen all expose similar horrors, 

Mr. Ban said.  “Syria has proven to be the most intractable,” he stated. “It has generated one peril after 

another: the use of chemical weapons, the rise of ISIL and other extremist groups, the worst refugee crisis since 

the Second World War and the displacement of 8 million people inside the country.” 

The SG spoke at the Leaders’ Summit Countering Violent Extremism organized by the US, where he said the 

threat of violent extreme groups, including Da’esh and Boko Haram, is growing. UN Data shows a 70% increase 

in foreign terrorist fighters from 100 countries and regions in conflict. The SG plans to present a comprehensive 

Plan of Action to Prevent Violent Extremism to the General Assembly in 2016. At the summit, the SG outlined 

five priorities: engage all of society, reach young people, build accountable institutions, respect international 

law and human rights, and not being ruled by fear.   

The UN needs the support of all of us to counter this threat to security and prosperity.  Our chapter will 

continue to pursue its advocacy agenda with political leaders and support Model UN clubs in local educational 

institutions.  Please support us.  

Remember:  BE INFORBE INFORBE INFORBE INFORMMMMED,ED,ED,ED,      BE INVOLVED,     BE INSPIRED 

Jeff Olesen, Former President 

 


