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Argentina, the Country in Crisis – Yet Again 
   
 

Ambassador James D. Walsh will make a timely and informative presentation on “Argentina, the Country in 

Crisis – Yet Again,” on May 7, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. at the Selby Library, in downtown Sarasota.  
 

Ambassador Walsh was sworn in as U.S. Ambassador to Argentina on June 28, 

2000.  Several assignments in the area exposed him to the many issues and facets 

of our relationship with Latin America from free trade agreements to Cuba.  Am-

bassador Walsh will share with the audience his perspective on developments in 

Argentina since the turn of the 21
st
 century.  His reflections will range broadly 

over the 2000-2015 period covering government crises, President De La Rúa, in-

ternational currency fluctuation, US investment, everyday life in Argentina, ethnic 

groups, anti-terrorism, the narcotics trade, the country’s Jewish Community, and 

the unstable economy. 
 

Ambassador James D. Walsh was born and raised in Scranton, Pennsylvania and 

began to develop his interest in world affairs as an exchange student to Cordoba 

University in Argentina.  In 1972, Ambassador Walsh entered the U.S. Foreign Service. His early assignments 

included the U.S. Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya, the Department of State in Washington, D.C., and Director of U.S. 

Dispatch Agency in San Francisco, California.  Later he transferred to the Foreign Commercial Service as Com-

mercial Attaché at the U.S. Embassy in Mexico City from 1979-81, after which he became Director of the Euro-

pean Logistic Support Office in Antwerp, Belgium.  During the period 1983-85, Ambassador Walsh was Direc-

tor of the Joint Administrative Office at the Embassy in Harare, Zimbabwe. 
 

He attended the National Defense College of Canada in Kingston, Ontario, and then served as U.S. Consul Gen-

eral at Halifax, Canada from 1986-89.  He was then assigned as Counselor of Political Affairs to the American 

Embassy in Buenos Aires, Argentina and promoted to the post of Deputy Chief of Mission in 1991.  After serv-

ing in that same role in Ottawa and Madrid, he returned to Argentina as Ambassador.  During his 30- year inter-

national career, Ambassador Walsh maintained effective international relationships and defended U.S interests in 

the areas he served.  His broad international career path reflects the role of an American Ambassador as shoul-

dering a wide range of the most challenging responsibilities of the diplomatic corps. 
 

 

Thursday, May 7, at 5:30 p.m.  

Jack J. Geldbart Auditorium, Selby Library, Sarasota 

 

UNA Members & Friends  

Are Invited to a Reception with Refreshments 

Following the Meeting 

 

  THE UNA REPORTER    

         Sarasota-Manatee Chapter 

                April/May 2015 

 



Former President’s Message 
 

The primary focus of UNA-USA 
members is to encourage the U.S. to 
develop and support multilateral 
policies and institutions that reinforce 
U.S. leadership in international affairs.  
We advocate supporting, monitoring, 
and reforming the United Nations as a 
vital institution for fostering peace, 
security, and development  

 

Some pressing issues facing the U.S. and the U.N. are: 
 

UN Funding – Payment of our nation’s UN regular budget 
and peacekeeping dues 
 

Human Rights - Increasing awareness of the positive work 
by the UN Human Rights Council and specialized agencies 
 

 

International Treaties/Conventions – Lobbying the Senate 
to pass key international agreements signed but not 
ratified by the U.S., including, among others, the 
Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women (CEDAW), Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities (CRPD), and the Law of the Sea (LOS)   
 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) – Pursuing eight 
goals adopted in 2000 by member states to enhance 
international development by the end of this year, 
including environmental sustainability, gender equality, 
and eradicating extreme poverty and hunger 
 

For the past 16 years the UNA Sarasota-Manatee Chapter 
has received National UNA Awards.  One of our most 
distinguished leaders, Dr. Daniel Luu, received the Arnold 
Goodman Award for leadership at the 2007 UNA Annual 
Meeting.  Daniel served two terms as our chapter president 
and inspired and developed leadership in others.  He 
initiated and led our very successful high school Model UN 
Program and initiated our Project to Remove Land Mines in 
Croatia, chaired by Dr. Margaret (Peg) Bates. 
 

As an active board member, I was always a member of 
Daniel's committees.  When elected UNA Chapter 
President, my goal was to walk in Daniel's shoes and 
provide effective volunteer leadership.  After President Luu 
left office, I was for elected and served 5 1/2 years. I 
developed several new projects and programs, organized 
committees for each program, led teams to success that 
enhanced the status of the UNA USA Sarasota-Manatee in 
the community.  Our fundraiser for the Model UN Program 
was a film at the Asolo on the life of Dr. Ralph Bunch, the 
highest ranking U.S. executive at the UN.  To support 
the MDG program and in response to the weak history of 
education for women and girls facing the newly elected 
President of Liberia, Madame Sirleaf, we adopted a project 
to "Build a School for Girls in Liberia." Several fundraisers –  
films, a luncheon with Liberian UN delegates, and a Young 
Adults Classical Music Concert – raised a large sum we sent 

to Liberia through the U.N.  Another memorable event was 
our Community Leader Model U.N. Security Council 
Simulation.  Local College Presidents, Professors, Ministers, 
Business Executives, U.S. Ambassadors, and Non-profit 
Leaders teamed up with college students to resolve a 
complex issue before the UN Security Council.  The 
“Ambassadors” were well prepared by Brian Sutliff, a 
graduate in International Studies at New College of Florida.  
 

Among our ongoing projects, the chapter runs an annual 
International Career Development Seminar for students 
and young professionals, introduces former U.S. 
Ambassadors in our area to the community at sold-out 
“Dinners with Our Ambassadors,” supports high school 
Model U.N. programs, and puts on a series of public talks 
and luncheons each year.  We hope to see you at our 
events and invite you to take an active role in the chapter. 
 

The Mural “War and Peace,” Norway’s gift to the United Nations, is 
a central feature of the Security Council Chamber. A former 
Ringling College student, Greg Moclinikar, painted this wonderful 
replica of the mural, which gave an authentic setting to our 
chapter’s unique Community Leader Model U.N. and many high 
school Model U.N. simulations after that.  
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dr. Juan M. Huerta speaks on 
“Sustainability in a Changing World” 

 

On February 19 Dr. Juan M. Huerta, a leading international 
environmentalist, presented an interactive lecture to 
Chapter members and guests. Dr. Huerta spoke on the 
impact of global climate change, population growth, and 
current economic and social systems on the world’s basic 
resources—including food, water, energy, health, and the 
environment. In his remarks, Dr. Huerta noted that 
sustainability is the process that balances the availability of 
natural resources with the needs of both present and 
future generations. Currently, Dr. Huerta is designing and 
monitoring a pilot program in local food sustainability with 
farmers in Mexico that he hopes can be replicated in other 
developing nations. An independent scholar and university 
educator, Dr. Huerta has taught at Northeastern University 
in Boston and at the Instituto Tecnológico de Monterrey in 
Mexico. He is a member of the System Dynamics Society 
and the Climate Reality Project. 



 

International Women of Sarasota-Manatee: 

Dr. Elinor Crawford & Ms. Elisabeth Ethal 

 

The Sarasota - Manatee community celebrates over 

forty years of leadership by Dr. Elinor Crawford 

and Elisabeth Ethal -- two outstanding women 

whose vision has extended well beyond their own 

lives and community.  Education and service to lift 

up women and girls have guided their lives and 

hearts. As early leaders of the Gulf Coast Girl Scouts, 

Ms. Ethal and Dr. Crawford established a 

scholarship fund for academic achievement.  As 

founding members of The Women’s Resource Center, 

Elinor and Betty remained on the board for many 

years developing programs for mature women.  

After moving to Sarasota from Iowa where she was 

a professor for 40 years, Dr. Crawford was one of 

founders of the American Association of University 

Women (AAUW).  Eleanor and Betty served for 

over 20 years on the board. 

Elisabeth Ethan and Dr. Elinor Crawford are 

international women. They founded the United 

Nation Association of the United States of America 

(UNA-USA) Sarasota-Manatee Chapter.  They have 

been innovative and active board members for all 

chapter programs.  Elinor has served on the boards 

of UN Women and the UNA-USA for many years 

and is our chapter’s long-standing parliamentarian.   

UNA-USA officers and members express their 

heartfelt appreciation for these two women who 

have served our community and raised the 

opportunities for women in several capacities, 

reminding us that there are always new frontiers….   

 

                                               
 

 

JOIN THE UNA SARASOTA-MANATEE 
CHAPTER AND 

SHARE YOUR TALENTS, SKILLS, 

 AND INTEREST 
 

Due to unanticipated circumstances, the UNA 
Sarasota-Manatee Chapter must delay the elections 
for the Board and officer positions to the early Fall.  In 
the meantime we continue to encourage interested 
citizens to join the chapter and engaged chapter 
members to become active members of the Board.  
We also have openings for some of our officer 
positions.  Members with officer experience in related 
organizations are especially invited to consider 
leadership positions with the chapter. 
 

The Sarasota-Manatee Chapter for many years has 
remained the largest of the 20 chapters in Florida.   All 
of our chapter members and newcomers to the Board 
are warmly invited to work with the leadership in one 
or more of our committees according to their 
interests or experience.   Chapter Committees open to 
all members are:  Fund Raising, Program, Education, 
Community Liaison, Model UN, Advocacy, and Young 
Professionals, a most important group that is needed 
to develop plans for future involvement and growth.   
 

If you wish to become a member of the chapter, join a 
committee, or consider serving on the Board, please 
contact one of the Nomination Committee Members: 
 

Nader Sadri, Chair – 941 309-7411, sadri@comcast.net 
 

Dorothy Watson – 941 359-9760, dlwupark@gmail.com 
 

Wade Matthews – 941 923-0671, WadeHMatthews@gmail.com 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Congratulations to Dorothy Watson 
 

 

The National UNA-USA 
presented the Adlai 
Stevenson “Well-Worn 
Advocate Award” to 
Dorothy Watson, who 
served as President of our 
chapter, then as Regional 
Director for the UNA, and 
continues on our Board.  Dorothy has made advocacy visits to 
Members of Congress and local political leaders for 16 years.  
She also works with local colleges, high schools, and civic 
leaders spurring citizen engagement and promoting the 
chapter’s international programs and projects.  
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SAVE THE DATE:  October 24, 2015 
The 6th INTERNATIONAL CAREER DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR 

“Planning leadership that matters in a world where everyone matters” 
 

The UNA-USA Young Professionals of the Sarasota-Manatee Chapter will join New College’s International Studies 
Program in hosting our sixth annual International Career Development Seminar, October 24, 2015, at Sudakoff Hall 
on the New College campus. This seminar is open to all area college students, high school juniors and seniors, 
young professionals, UNA-USA members and the public. Previous years’ seminars have been highly informative, 
and we anticipate a similar experience this year. 

Representatives from the United Nations, the U.S. Department of State, i n ternational business, i nternational law, 
the U.S Peace Corps, and international nonprofits will share their expertise and broad experiences in the global mar-
ket. This diverse group of professionals will explore exciting international career opportunities and explain how 
to build paths to desired careers in the global market. Our full-day program includes presentations as well as infor-
mal breakout sessions with individual presenters, organized according to career interest, an international film, and a 
networking reception for registered attendees. Lunch will also be provided. 

The UNA USA Sarasota-Manatee Chapter is grateful to New College for the use of Sudakoff Hall for the sixth 
time, an excellent venue for the Seminar. We appreciate New College of Florida, Ringling School of Art and Design, 
University of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee, State College of Florida,   and the Sarasota and Manatee High Schools 
for promoting student participation in this informative program, “Planning leadership that matters in a world where 
everyone matters.” 

For information contact: 

Dorothy Watson, Seminar Co-chair, UNA Regional Director, Retired Foreign Service – 941 359 9760 

Dr. Barbara Hicks, Seminar Co-chair, Director of the New College International Studies Program – 941 487 4373 


